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Bill Type and Number:  Ordinance 2012-235
Sponsor: Council Member Gulliford:
Date of Introduction: April 10, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU; RCDPHS; R; JWW
Date of Analysis: April 13, 2012
Type of Action: Ordinance Code Amendment
Bill Summary: The ordinance creates a new Ordinance Code Chapter 93 - St. Johns River (Mayport) Ferry Commission, to operate, maintain, fund and oversee the St. Johns River (Mayport) Ferry.
Background Information: The Jacksonville Port Authority currently operates the St. Johns River Ferry.  JaxPort contends that the ferry’s operating expenses adversely impact’s the Port Authority’s primary work.  At its February 27, 2012 Board meeting, JaxPort announced that it would end its operation of the ferry September 30, 2012.  In an effort to keep the ferry service intact, a St. Johns River Ferry Funding Ad Hoc Committee was created to bring stakeholders together.  Imperative is the need for an entity to operate the ferry; to seek grants and other funding sources to meet the fiscal obligations in operating the ferry.  Though Council Member Gulliford, as chair of the Ad Hoc Committee, requested the Office of General Counsel to draft the legislation to create a St. Johns River Ferry Commission, at its March 29, 2012 meeting, the Ad Hoc Committee unanimously voted to sponsor this legislation.
Policy Impact: St. Johns River (Mayport) Ferry; Ordinance Code
Fiscal Impact: Minimal
Analyst: Jackson
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